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Judges, Prophets and Kings 

1. Why a king? 

a. To enter into the story of David I want us to look at how God lead His people once they had entered the land 

which He had given them. We saw last time that the establishing of a place, of a piece of real estate, was 

important in reversing the consequences of the Fall. So God ultimately chose Moses to lead His people out of 

Egypt, through the wilderness, and to the Promised Land. Moses did not enter, it was Joshua who led the 

people into the land, who fought many battles and began establish God’s people in His Promised Land. 

b. At the end of his life he commands Israel to keep and to do all that is in the book of the law (Joshua. 23:6). 

He highlights that if the Israelites do not cling to the Lord, but instead cling to the people and the gods of the 

people, that the nations that are left within the land will become a snare and a trap to them until they are 

driven out of the land (23.12-13).  

c. Joshua’s address ends with a very sobering message 

Joshua 23:14-16 14 “And now I am about to go the way of all the earth, and you know in your hearts and souls, all of 

you, that not one word has failed of all the good things that the Lord your God promised concerning you. All have 

come to pass for you; not one of them has failed. 15 But just as all the good things that the Lord your God promised 

concerning you have been fulfilled for you, so the Lord will bring upon you all the evil things, until he has destroyed 

you from off this good land that the Lord your God has given you, 16 if you transgress the covenant of the Lord your 

God, which he commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them. Then the anger of the Lord will 

be kindled against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land that he has given to you.” 

d. He declares with certainty that when Israel disobeys and transgresses the covenant, God will be faithful to 

His promise to bring them low, and cause them to perish and be driven from the land.  

e. We see the truth of Joshua’s warning worked out as we read through the story in Judges. Once in the land 

Israel is unable to walk in obedience to God. What we need to understand here is that, under the Mosaic 

covenant, God had promised blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience. Unlike the Abrahamic 

covenant which was totally unconditional, the Mosaic covenant was conditional. God’s purpose in this was 

teach His people their dependence on Him. However, being human, they continually put their trust in men. 

f. In Judges we ultimately see the beginnings of how the LORD will bring forth the Deuteronomic curses (cf. 

Deut 28) within the nation in hopes that they would return to Him and love Him with all of their heart, soul, 

mind and strength. There is a predominant cycle found throughout the first sixteen chapters of the book, and 

it is highlighted in summary form in  

Judges 2.1-5 Now the angel of the Lord went up from Gilgal 

to Bochim. And he said, “I brought you up from Egypt and 

brought you into the land that I swore to give to your fathers. I 

said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 2 and you shall 

make no covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall 

break down their altars.’ But you have not obeyed my voice. 

What is this you have done? 3 So now I say, I will not drive them 

out before you, but they shall become thorns in your sides, and 

their gods shall be a snare to you.” 4 As soon as the angel of 

the Lord spoke these words to all the people of Israel, the people 

lifted up their voices and wept. 5 And they called the name of 

that place Bochim.  And they sacrificed there to the Lord. 

- 
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g. At the end of almost three hundred years of this cycle, by the end of the book of Judges, they are essentially 

far worse than their pagan neighbours. At the beginning of Samuel, the darkness at the end of Judges has 

crept in to the holiest aspect of the nation, the priesthood at Shiloh. Israel is in chaos, the priesthood is 

corrupt, the ark has been captured and there is no word of the Lord in the land. 

Judges 21:25 25 cIn those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. 

1 Samuel 3:1 And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 

2. An interesting observation 

a. Slipped in between Judges and Samuel we find the book of Ruth. This is a short account of something that 

happened during the time of the Judges. I think there are two important reasons why God wants us to take 

note of this account at this point of the storyline; 

i It establishes the genealogy of David  

Ruth 4:18-22 18 Now these are the generations of Perez:  Perez fathered Hezron, 19 Hezron fathered Ram, Ram 

fathered Amminadab, 20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon, Nahshon fathered Salmon, 21 Salmon fathered Boaz, Boaz 

fathered Obed, 22 Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David. 

ii But much more surprisingly it shows God’s bringing in of a Gentile believer to the lineage in that Ruth, a 

gentile, is grafted in through her marriage to Boaz and becomes the great-grandmother of David. God’s 

heart in establishing Israel and bringing her into the land wasn’t to annihilate all the nations but to bring 

them into relationship with Him. 

iii From the very beginning God’s intention was that his people would take dominion over all the earth and 

bring it to the knowledge of God 

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 

3. Prophets and Kings 

a. Back in Deuteronomy we see God’s intention in allowing Israel to have kings once they had taken possession 

of the land. 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 14 “When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and 

dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me,’ 15 you may indeed set a king 

over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers you shall set as king over 

you……18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this 

law, approved by3 the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he 

may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them, 20 that his 

heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the 

right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. 

a. For the Lord to be able to share His choice with His people he also promised to raise up prophets So we see 

God’s plan was to raise up these two offices of prophet and king, to enable the people to live according to 

His ways in the land that He had given to them.  

Deuteronomy 18:18,19  18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put 

my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 And whoever will not listen to 

my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.  

b. In Psalm 78, Asaph lays out the storyline from Moses to David and in the latter verses we see a full 

description of what happened at this time of transition for Israel 

https://biblia.com/bible/Judges21#footnote20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut.%2017#footnote30
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Psalm 78:56-72 Yet they tested and rebelled against the Most High God and did not keep his testimonies,57 but turned 

away and acted treacherously like their fathers;    they twisted like a deceitful bow.58 For they provoked him to anger 

with their high places;  they moved him to jealousy with their idols.59 When God heard, he was full of wrath and he 

utterly rejected Israel. 60 He forsook his dwelling at Shiloh, the tent where he dwelt among mankind,61 and delivered 

his power to captivity, his glory to the hand of the foe.62 He gave his people over to the sword  and vented his wrath on 

his heritage.63 Fire devoured their young men, and their young women had no marriage song.64 Their priests fell by the 

sword, and their widows made no lamentation.65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep,  like a strong man shouting 

because of wine.66 And he put his adversaries to rout;   he put them to everlasting shame. 

67 He rejected the tent of Joseph; he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,68 but he chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion, 

which he loves.69 He built his sanctuary like the high heavens,   like the earth, which he has founded forever.70 He chose 

David his servant and took him from the sheepfolds;71 from following the nursing ewes he brought him    to shepherd 

Jacob his people,  Israel his inheritance.72 With upright heart he shepherded them and guided them with his skilful 

hand. 

c. Since the ark came to rest at Shiloh, this was considered the place the Lord had chosen to dwell but no one 

anticipated the rebellion of the priesthood, the consequent capturing of the ark, the ensuing rejection of 

Shiloh (and tribe of Joseph) for His dwelling (Ps. 78:60-64), and the election of the tribe of Judah for His 

dwelling at Mt. Zion and David His king (Ps. 78:67-72). 

d. And so, through 1 and 2 Samuel we see not only the rise of the monarchy and the prophetic office but also 

the removal of a wicked priesthood and the establishment of a new and righteous priesthood. 

4. The disobedience of Saul 

a. Having set the context for the institution of kings we need to look at why the first king of Israel, Saul, was 

rejected. The biblical text portrays Saul as the king “such as all other nations have” (1 Sam 8:20) and David as 

a king “after His own heart” (1 Sam 13:14). 

b. So we begin David's story with Saul, Israel's first king. Samuel the prophet had anointed Saul (1 Samuel 10:1) 

and the Holy Spirit had come upon him (10:6, 10). He ruled from his home town of Gibeah and helped deliver 

Israel from the threat of the Philistine attacks. 

c. While Saul was a reasonably effective military leader, it became clear that his love for the Lord wasn't strong, 

nor was he very careful about obedience to God's direction through the prophet Samuel.  

d. The prophet had told him to wait as long as seven days for Samuel to offer a sacrifice to the Lord, before the 

army went into battle with the Philistines (13:8-13). But the prophet didn't come within that time -- and 

Saul's troops were beginning to go home -- so Saul offered the sacrifice himself. Just then Samuel appeared 

and told him, 

1 Samuel 13:13-14 "You acted foolishly. You have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you; if you had, he 

would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has 

sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD's 

command."  

e. The second time Saul disobeys the command of the Lord concerned the Amalekites, an arch enemy of Israel. 

This was a tribe that had attacked the children of Israel in the wilderness as they were escaping from Egypt 

under Moses (Exodus 8:7-16). Saul was told to attack the Amalekites and "totally destroy everything that 

belongs to them," including their cattle (15:2-3). But Saul fails to obey fully. He preserves all the Amalekites' 

cattle and does not kill Agag the king of the Amalekites!  

f. It had been God’s plan, as spoken to Moses, that this tribe should be completely destroyed. 
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Exodus 17:14 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, 

that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.” 

g. We see in years to come, in the story of Esther,that this was because He knew the spirit of hatred 

towards the Jewish people that was in the heart of the Amalekites. Hamman, who seeks to destroy 

the Jewish people at the time of Esther, was an Amalekite.  

h. The God who knows the end from the beginning always has a purpose in His judgements. 

i. Secondly, God had established two rules of war when He took His people into the Promised Land. 

(Deuteronomy 20) 

i Cities far off (Duet. 20:10-15): these cities were those which were not included within the 

Promised Land. Israel was to act mercifully to offending nations by first offering peace. If such 

terms were refused, then war was just. Compared to the other nations of the day, Israel was 

known as a merciful nation, which included merciful in war. 

ii Cities of Inheritance (Deut. 20:16-20): these were the cities of the Promised Land that Israel 

was to receive as a gift from the LORD. They were commanded to utterly destroy these 

peoples, leaving nothing with breath alive. Israel was not to grow rich from this kind of warfare, 

therefore they were to completely destroy all spoils of war including the livestock and potential 

servants. 

j. The reason for this utter destruction was made clear to Moses.  

 16 But in the cities of these peoples that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, you shall save alive 

nothing that breathes, 17 but you shall devote them to complete destruction,[a] the Hittites and the Amorites, the 

Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites, as the LORD your God has commanded, 18 that they may 

not teach you to do according to all their abominable practices that they have done for their gods, and so you sin 

against the LORD your God. 

k. Israel’s warfare was not designed for foreign aggression or national wealth. In this way, they were a very 

different nation among the Gentile nations whose warfare was contrary. 

l. Warfare was inextricably related to the worship of God in two prominent ways. First, everything that would 

allure the people to worship other gods must be destroyed. Second, the conquest of the land was in 

particularly related to establishing a perpetual dwelling place for the LORD to be with His covenant people. 

m. Therefore it was imperative that the king be “after God’s heart” in matters of warfare, which essentially 

meant that the king’s zeal was to be fuelled by and for the worship of God. To oppose the Lord’s directives 

for warfare was essentially to oppose the Lord’s zeal for the worship of His own name. 

5. The rejection of Saul 

a. The word of the Lord comes to Samuel at night:  

1 Samuel 15:11a "I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried 

out my instructions." 

b. God isn't just looking at Saul's disobedient actions. He also sees Saul's heart that prompts this kind of 

disobedience -- and is grieved! 

c.  Samuel goes to meet Saul at Gilgal, after he has returned from the battle with the Amalekites. Saul greets 

him with the words 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=deut+20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5445a
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1 Samuel 15:13-14 "The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD's instructions." But Samuel replies, "What then 

is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?"  

d. Saul now begins to excuse himself. "The soldiers brought the cattle," he says, then adds "... to sacrifice them 

to the Lord, of course." 

e. At this point Samuel pronounces a terrible judgment from the Lord, one from which we can learn much!  

f. We can see much in these verses that shows us what God is looking for in those who “after His own heart” 

i Delight (ḥēpeṣ) So often we're not interested in really pleasing the Lord, but in just getting by, and 

perhaps obeying the letter (rather than the spirit) of the law. Those who love the Lord seek to delight 

and please him. Those who merely give intellectual assent to him don't really care. God looks at the heart 

(as we see in 16:7b).  

ii Obedience (shāmaʿ) Obedience is a reliable sign of actual love for God. Jesus said, "If you love me, you 

will obey what I command" (John 14:15). It's pretty simple actually.  

iii Voice of the LORD God can speak in many ways, for example, through prophets, through Scripture, and 

through pastors. In this case, Samuel had specifically prefaced his command: "Listen now to the message 

from the LORD" (15:1). We are responsible to obey what God says to us -- in any form. 

iv Rebellion is doing what we decide to do rather than what God tells us. We excuse ourselves by our 

difficult circumstances, as did Saul. We may fool ourselves, but God is not amused. Obedience is doing 

what God tells us to do. Rebellion is doing it our way.  

v The sin of divination, witchcraft Notice carefully that the text doesn't say that rebellion is witchcraft! It 

says that rebellion is like witchcraft. It is just as bad as witchcraft. Baldwin notes: "Obstinate resistance to 

God exalts self-will to the place of authority, which belongs only to God. That is why it is as bad as 

divination (by evil spirits), and tantamount to idolatry, for another god, self, has usurped his place." 

vi Arrogance, stubbornness Rebellion goes hand in hand with arrogance against God. We think we know 

better than God, so we do it our way instead of his -- often with tragic results. 

g. The root of Saul’s disobedience was his lack of esteem for the LORD and His word. The fundamental reason 

why Saul did not obey the word of the LORD is because He did not value the LORD or His word in His heart. 

Jesus spoke about the necessity of deep affection for Him as the motivation for command keeping. 

John 14:15,21 15“If you love Me, keep My commandments.21…He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he 

who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” 

h. God had appointed Saul king to reign over Israel on God's behalf but by his rebellion, self-will, and arrogance, 

Saul has disqualified himself to reign for God. He will be replaced!  

i. At Saul's begging, Samuel doesn't shun Saul publicly, but appears alongside the king so he won't lose face. 

However, this is the last time the two are together. This chapter closes on a sad note:  

1 Samuel 15:34-35" Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Until the day 

Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was grieved that he 

had made Saul king over Israel." 

j. God’s choice was based on the heart condition and He will now send Samuel to find and anoint a “a man 

who is after God’s own heart”. Saul’s work for God had ended, but God’s work would go on. God’s rejection 

of Saul and choice of David was decisive, clear, and final, yet it took about 15 years for the story to unfold. 

Ephesians 5:1, 8b, 10 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children.... Live as children of light ...  and find 

out what pleases the Lord." 
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